PROPOSED CHANGES TO PRIVATE 

"AN ECCLESIASTICAL PROCESS FOR REVIEW OF MINISTERIAL STANDING"
Preamble
Item #1: At end of the 4th paragraph add:  "This process is recommended to regions acknowledging the autonomy of the local church and the extremely limited authority of the ABC/USA in matters of ordination and recognition of ordination."  

Item #2: After the 4th paragraph add two new paragraphs:

In every sexual misconduct case, the Executive Minister and his/her staff will attempt to make available pastoral care to the person making the allegations of misconduct, the family of the person making the allegations, the pastor who allegedly committed the misconduct, the pastor's family, the members of the pastor's congregation, the pastor's colleagues, and others.  However, the Executive Minister and his/her staff cannot themselves function as a pastor, counselor, advocate, attorney, or other "fiduciary" of any of these people.  The ultimate responsibility of the Executive Minister and his/her staff is to the Region, and not to any individual within the Region.  If a conflict arises between what is in the Region's best interests and what is in the interest of someone else, the Executive Minister and his/her staff are obligated to act on the Region's behalf.

Every report of clergy sexual misconduct involves unique people and unique circumstances.  This Process of Review merely describes the general approach that the Region will follow in responding to reports of clergy sexual misconduct.  It will not be appropriate, or even possible, for the Region to follow this approach in every case.  The Region reserves the right to depart from this Process for Review in order to assure a fair and just process for all persons involved.  Such departures shall be at the discretion of the Region.  

Step 6-C
Item #1: Eliminate the line "Make no finding but take steps to address the issues raised" and move items 3 & 4 to the following section entitled "Make a finding that upholds the allegations."  

Item #2: The Review Hearing: Add at the end of this section the following:  The decision of the Region shall be based upon a "predominance of evidence" presented at the hearing.

Step 8
Item #1: Appeal: Just prior to the last sentence of this section add the following:  All appeals will be conducted to determine the appropriateness of the process used by the region to reach its final decision.  An appeal is not to determine an individual's fitness for ministry; rather, it is to determine if a fair and just process was used by the Region.

r:\document\process.doc
12/16/94
